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The bioeconomy
comprises those parts 
of the economy that 

use renewable 
biological resources 
from land and sea –
such as crops, forests, 

fish, animals and 
micro‐organisms – to 

produce food, 
materials and energy.

Bioeconomy…
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EU Bioeconomy



 Around 26 million tonnes of plastic waste 
generated in Europe every year.

 Landfilling and incineration rates of plastic 
waste remain high ‐ 31 % and 39 %

 Demand for recycled plastics accounts for 
only 6 % of plastics demand in EU

 Plastics production and incineration of 
plastic waste give rise globally to approx. 
400 million tonnes of CO2 a year.
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Depopulation 
and ageing

Access to infrastructure 
and servicesEmployment winners … and losers
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Social challenges 
of our rural areas

Risk of poverty 
and social exclusion
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Some numbers

Depopulation 
and ageing
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Changes from 2009 to 2014 in urban and rural populations

Share of farms by age group of manager (EU‐27, 2013)



Southern Europe Sparsely populated areas
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Risk of poverty 
and social exclusion

Some numbers



Some numbers

Employment winners … and losers
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Share of employment in agriculture, forestry and fishing in EU‐28 
by type of region



Some numbers

Access to infrastructure 
and services
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The CAP 
can help!

Cities and villages…



• 1. Bioeconomy … and the wider picture

• 2. What about our rural areas?

• 3. Bioeconomy in the future CAP

INDEX

16



DELIVERING BENEFITS FOR EU 
CITIZENS

The CAP
Is a common policy 

framework at EU level 
allowing for 

adaptation to local 
conditions

Provides support for 
farm income and 

competitiveness, while 
fostering a sustainable 

agriculture

Supports the 
development of rural 
areas throughout the 

EU

Enables the 
functioning of the 

single market and to 
speak with one voice 

internationally

EU 
Agriculture

CLIMATE & CLEAN ENERGY 
AND ENVIRONMENT

STEWARD
48 % OF EU LAND

BIO & CIRCULAR
ECONOMY 

SINGLE MARKET

FOOD SECURITY
FOR 500 MILLION CONSUMERS 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 
NEARLY € 138 BN

44 MILLION JOBS
IN THE VALUE CHAIN

Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) post 2020

€365 Billion
for the period
2021‐2027
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Bioeconomy in the CAP 
post 2020

 Farmers and foresters are at the heart
of Europe´s rural communities.

 New rural value chains such as the
emerging bio‐economy, the circular
economy, clean energy, and ecotourism
can offer good growth and job potential
for rural areas.

 Emerging sustainable rural value chains 
offer opportunities for farmers and rural 
people to diversify their businesses, 
hedge risks and provide additional 
income ‐ the policy increasingly 
supports such efforts. 18
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 The new CAP will encourage
increased investments in the 
developing bioeconomy, which has 
enormous economic and job‐
creation potential.

 The EFSI and other financial 
instruments should leverage 
additional support from Rural 
Development programmes in order 
to provide low cost and longer term 
loans for entrepreneurs that are 
willing to invest in rural areas.

Bioeconomy in the CAP 
post 2020
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CAP and Horizon Europe 
working hand with hand

 A specific budget of €10 billion from 
Horizon Europe will be set aside for 
research and innovation in food, 
agriculture, forestry, rural 
development and the bioeconomy. 

 The agricultural European Innovation 
Partnership (EIP‐AGRI) will continue to 
pool funding sources from Horizon 
Europe and rural development to 
foster competitive and sustainable 
farming and forestry. 



Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) post 2020
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Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) post 2020
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Monitoring
Committee



EU rural development
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NEW MENU!
- Meat
- Fish
- Vegetables
- Fruits



The CAP 
can help!

Bioeconomy is
a way to create

solutions!
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…but to develop its big potential in rural areas, 
we should address the wider picture…

CONCLUDING REMARKS



Thank you for your attention!

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_en.htm

Muchas gracias por su atención!

Moltes gràcies per la seva atenció!




